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“Nigeria today and the emergence of insurgents”

News of Nigeria in recent times have been news ibfamcy, political, ethnic
and religious conflicts which in the case of thansic fundamentalist sect,
Boko Haram, has dealt a devastating blow to théyusiability and progress
of the country. At different fora, | have maintaihihat it is wrong to conclude
that Nigeria is at war and not to talk of a religgowvar. Nigeria is rather going
through the throes of a nation seeking nationairtteland all she needs is
support and understanding to overcome the multedsional situations of
crises.

We have witnessed crises involving communities: Khger Delta militants
fought against underdevelopment, environmental atkggion and the unfair
distribution of the oil wealth until the governmergcently offered them
Amnesty; the Movement for the Actualization of tBevereign State of Biafra
(MASSOB) and the Oodua People’s Congress (OPC)meldi political
marginalization. We had the Ife/Modakeke crisise timuleri and Aguleri
crisis, the Tiv/Jukun/Kutep, etc. The uprising eetsibecause peaceful and
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What is happening in the country today is that BdHaram and its E’;’S;f;‘%‘oiiez

collaborators are unleashing terror on innocentizesis in sporadic ;.. o28.103.0
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agents seem to have failed to protect lives angdgrty and the government is
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themselves, a situation that has created a pelmaia of tension and fear.  Sekretér der Deutschen
Bischofskonferenz



PRESSEMITTEILUNGEN
27.09.2012 -2- DER DEUTSCHEN
156b BISCHOFSKONFERENZ

In the last two years, the Boko Haram sect detexthio fight western education and culture
which it refers to as evil, has claimed responsibfor bombings and killings in many parts
of northern Nigeria, with Christians as speciafjés. Only last Sunday, 9®eptember, there
was another attack on the Catholic Cathedral incBaending up in deaths and injuries,
where a young man drove his vehicle into a crowtirgeout of the Cathedral after Mass on
Sunday morning. There seems to be no end to thedtgr The frequent attacks on Churches
during Sunday worship have adversely affected Ghattendance. The sect is categorical in
asserting that it wants to kill government offisiabecurity agents and Christians whom it
refers to as “unbelievers”.

The philosophy of Boko Haram totally contradicts awvhreligion stands for. While
condemning western education as evil and preferratger the koranic norms and the
implementation of total Sharia, it still makes wemodern western weapons of destruction
and communication. The Islamic sect has called resi@ent Goodluck Jonathan to embrace
Islam or resign from office and has vowed that €&tlans will not know peace again as long
as they do not accept Islam.

When | led the Catholic Bishops of Nigeria on J@fe 2012 to Aso Rock Villa after a
National Catholic Prayer Pilgrimage in Abuja, wegistered our displeasure over the
insurgency of Boko Haram and its effects on thetyumf the country, insisting that
criminality and terrorism should not be negotiaea@n as government continues to respect
the views of ethnic blocs and groups propagatimgtiteate causes. We alerted President
Goodluck Jonathan on the outright denial to Clamstiaccess to land to build Churches in
some core northern states; the refusal to allowsGéin Religious Education in schools; to
broadcast Christian programmes on national or stalie or television and to build chapels in
tertiary institutions to render Christian spirituslpport to staff and students; yet Muslim
students and staff enjoy this privilege.

| am happy that the international community is elgsnonitoring the situation in Nigeria. It
is now seeking more knowledge on Boko Haram andadtsvities. Perhaps, when this is
understood, there might be a well thought-out ir@etion on eliminating the terror. On
July 10, 2012, the United States Congress heldeaiapsession on terrorism in Nigeria and
the activities of Boko Haram. It invited the Presitl of the Christian Association of Nigeria
(CAN), Pastor Ayo Oritsejafor. | have shared thasgibout Nigeria in Italy and early this
month in Berlin with senior officials in the Challiog's office, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, and at a programme organized to celebEfteyears of development cooperation
between the German State and the Church in Bortheof" of September in the presence of
the President of Germany, Dr. Joachim Gauck. Weempge the support of the German
people through MISEREOR, MISSIO and the CHURCH IEEYD. The social services such
as water provision, primary health care, relief factims of crises, agriculture, and
programmes such as peace education, election miagitand good governance etc rendered
through MISEREOR’s assistance go a long way to hieépChurch in reaching out to all
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without discrimination of tribe or religion. We hawnot forgotten the very memorable
solidarity visit of the German Bishops’ ConferertoeNigeria in September 2009 led by the
President of the Conference, Most Rev. Robert Bali and his meetings with traditional and
religious leaders as well as his well received speam religious liberty.

When | received the International Golden Doves Bderard on July % 2012 in Italy, it was
for me an appreciation of our humble peace effiortesolving the Christian/Muslim tension
that gives birth to crises of multi dimensional podions. In the past | have received visits in
Jos from the American, Canadian, German, Britisd #alian Embassies all expressing
solidarity with us. In my conversation with thenmdve not failed to mention that we do not
feel supported in concrete ways. Each time violesrogts, rather, we get the uncomfortable
security alerts given to their citizens and broatigadely asking them to avoid certain towns
or even the whole country. Such warnings could lvergprivately, considering that the
citizens are not usually very many. In any case whrnings give the signal of victory to the
terrorists and put us in more jeopardy.

The occasion of the presentation of my two bo&kslogue of Life: An Urgent Necessity for
Nigerian Muslims and Christians and Peace, not War: A Decade of Interventions in the
Plateau Sate Crises (2001-2011) brought Christians and Muslims together in a very
admirable manner and helped to buttress my emphasigshe essence of dialogue,
reconciliation and peace in Nigeria. As an Archdge; we have gone beyond dialogue to
robust project execution as we now run the Intérfalocational Training Centre, Bokkos
where skills are acquired by Muslim and Christiaaths who live and work together. We are
in the process of establishing a Dialogue, Recmticdh and Peace Centre in Jos where
proactive programmes for peace can be held andewdiatogue, healing and reconciliation
after ethnic, political or religious conflicts ctake place. We need more collaborators.

In my pastoral ministry, | often feel more like acg&l worker than a pastor. | meet poor,
hungry, sick, unemployed people, etc and | haveespond to their needs, even if very
inadequately. There is a serious need for our gowent to improve infrastructural
development, social welfare and the equitableibigtion of resources.

While we admit that Boko Haram is misapplied Islam@ cannot generalize that religion is
the cause of evil. Religion, as the word conndv@sjs people and nations together and so it
would be a total contradiction to seek to promatiégion while killing with such insanity.
Religion is about the respect for human life, hoyemve of human beings and peaceful
coexistence.

Even at the risk of being termed insensitive toghght of victims of Boko Haram, Nigerian
Bishops have continued to preach non violence. Nagonal Catholic Prayer Pilgrimage
organized in Abuja from the®1to the 3% of June, 2012 was a spiritual response to an ugly
situation and a clarion call that violence is @ ainswer; we must overcome evil with good.
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Christians and Muslims in Nigeria must use the fpasivalues of their religions to fight
corruption, poverty, hunger and diseases and sulpeace instead of causing pain and
destruction or resorting to hostile confrontatiomhe slightest argument.

Foreign companies working in Nigeria must not diseor indirectly encourage or support
corrupt public officials especially in official buress transactions.

The more corruption thrives, the more it cripplee future of our youth and the more we
face a time bomb that will kill more mercilesslyaththe bombs of Boko Haram. It is in this
respect that | even dare to see some good in ti@spphy of the members of Boko Haram,
who are bent on fighting against injustice, corimpt immorality, etc. What | hate in their
approach is the violence that goes with pressimy themands and their suppression of
religious liberty.

This situation in Nigeria calls for joint action lilge government and citizens as well as the
international community to combat terrorism in taad. We rely on the expert advice and
support of western nations through intelligenceéning/gathering, sharing and help to deal
with corruption, poverty and illiteracy which creathe breeding ground for the eruption of
violence.



